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Calgary Neighbour Day- 
Snap and Chat Event
For Calgary Neighbour Day, June 18, 2016, Antyx 
youth planned an event at the Genesis Centre 
called Snap and Chat. 

A Photobooth, sidewalk chalk, bouncy house and 
live DJ’ed music were all part of the day. Attendees 
were invited to start conversations using Snap 
Chat and share their experiences. Breadface was 
a popular activity as people recorded themselves 
smashing their face into slices of bread. The 
Cypher YYC was also there with a dance floor 
and everyone got a chance to show their moves!



Antyx together with 12CSI and Dover Kids Club 
hosted a screening on June 24, 2016 at the ArtBox. 
We screened the documentary YYC Colours, by 
Iman Bukhari together with the youth videos from our 
evening digital arts Boys & Girls Clubs of Calgary 
group as well as videos from the BGCC Indigenous 
Initiatives. 

Youth artists had the chance to speak about their work 
to the crowd. Following all the videos there was a 
guest speaker panel including   Iman Bukhari, Michelle 
Robinson and Pamela Beebe on racism in Calgary 
and inequalities for indigenous people in society. 

YYC Colours and 
Youth Video Showcase! In the last semester, Grade 8 & 9 students in the Ian 

Bazalgette Junior High/Antyx Community Arts After 
School Program tackled the issues of cyber bullying 
by designing and programming a series of video 
games that will be installed in an arcade machine. 
These games will be showcased in the school hallway 
along with a planned tour through specific schools in 
Calgary.
 
The games were designed in teams using SCRATCH, 
a video-game design software developed by MIT 
University. This project is funded by Calgary After 
School with generous support from the International 
Avenue Arts and Cultural Centre and the International 
Avenue Business Revitalization Zone.

Video Game Arcade Machine

Artsdance 2016
Antyx Community Arts joined Iiniistsi Arts 
Society (host), other arts organizations and 
community partners at Artsdance on June 
23, 2016. This event was the first of its kind, 
aimed at the collaboration between all Treaty 
7 peoples through the arts and was part of 
Aboriginal Awareness Month. Antyx asked the 
question “How do you invision your Village of 
Tomorrow?” and invited participants to build 
their village with sidewalk chalk. The day was 
filled with activities of all sorts including tipi 
raising and the evening hosted a showcase 
or dancers, singers and drummers and 
performance art pieces. We look forward to this 
event again in the future!



YAA Whispers in the Grass

Youth Arts Action wound up the year with a bang. Since January, this 
group has been working on a sound installation with local artist Caitlind 
Brown.

The sound piece is entitled “Whispers in the Grass” and will showcase a 
collection of stories, sounds and poems from residents in the community 
on the idea of “What is home.” In the late summer, 10 speakers will be 
embedded in the ground in Forest Lawn Natural Playground and guests 
can lie on the grass and listen to the whispers emanating from within. 

The group has been preparing for months as they have learned about 
recording and interviewing, visited CJSW and Emmedia, held multiple 
place-making events such as pop up cafés, and hosted some interview 
clinics at local parks and libraries. Stay tuned for more information on 
the piece’s progress and the late summer unveiling!

Our Year in Review
Antyx was busy last year! In 2015 we engaged 375 youth in 22 community arts projects across the city. Using digital 
arts, theatre, visual arts, music and dance groups applied their talent and creativity to make a difference in their 
communities. We worked with the Calgary Gay Straight Alliance Network to create #SafeAb a video and social media 
project that engaged thousands of people in learning about how GSA’s help to make schools safe for all students. 
The Forest Lawn Youth Art Action Group engaged many Community Residents and Groups in the development of 
a new natural park space in Forest Lawn. The From the Rooftops Youth Leadership Group produced a community 
talent show that showcased the artistic skills of youth in the North of McKnight Communities and each of our other 19 
projects allowed youth to make a positive contribution to the community.
 
These projects led to over 30 community arts events that engaged thousands of people as audience members or 
participants in community celebrations. Antyx facilitated 23 community workshops that gave 900 youth and community 
residents the opportunity to use the arts to explore community issues. We worked in fifteen different schools and 
worked with over 30 different community programs and agencies to provide opportunities for youth to connect, build 
their skill and confidence and make a difference in their communities. Our program participants tell us that working 
with Antyx makes a difference in their lives:

 84% of community arts participants felt a sense of belonging in the Antyx project 
 80% felt a greater connection to their friends because of their participation.
 78 % of our participants felt more confident because of their involvement 
 84 % told us they learned new skills while working on their community art project.
 80% of the youth believed the project they created made a positive difference in the community.

One of the youth involved with the Forest Lawn Youth Arts Action Group gives credit to Antyx for helping him build 
connections, new skills and confidence. He recently said, “When I came to my first Antyx  workshop I only came 
because there was free pizza. I have been part of this group now for 3 years and I never imagined that I could help 
create such big beautiful projects that other people really like. Antyx helped give me the confidence to be who I am.”



Congratulations to Antyx youth participant Sam who was nominated and won the Cadillac Fairview Youth of 
Distinction for Advocacy Award for 2016. 

The Cadillac Fairview Youth of Distinction Awards (YODA) recognize deserving youth, 13-18 years of age, for 
the remarkable ways in which they have chosen to live. The awards are not academic, rather, they focus on 
leadership, friendship, overcoming personal challenge and community service. 

Sam advocates for the LGBTQ* youth population. He has been a long time leader at the Forest Lawn High 
School Gay-Straight Alliance; a major voice in Calgary Sexual Health’s Gay-Straight Alliance Network; a writer 
and video maker for the #safeAB campaign to promote the need for safe spaces for all youth in schools; a 
regular attendee at Camp Fyrefly for the past three years and this year helped to co-facilitate a workshop in 
Trans issues; and an invited panel presenter for different presentations on the rights of LGBT* youth including 
panels at Western Canada High School’s Laramie Project discussion, TELUS Spark Bullying Night and the Dike 
and Trans March post-parade panel.

YODA Award Winner Sam!

Spring Camp 2016
Antyx Community Arts partnered with Boys and 
Girls Clubs of Calgary Indigenous Initiatives 
to host a Voice and Video Camp over spring 
break. 

These youth were mentored by Award Winning 
guest hip hop artist Drezus. Drezus and 
Antyx lead the youth through discussions of 
indigenous issues and other topics important 
to them. Youth also learned how to compose 
effective and emotional spoken word, then 
combined that with video. These videos touch 
on self identity, family, substance abuse, and 
sustanability. You can view all the videos on our 
YouTube channel!

Sam has participated in Antyx Community 
Arts programming for five years. He has been 
a critical voice in establishing safe space 
etiquette and LGBTQ* inclusivity among other 
participants in our programs. 

We are so proud of you Sam! Congratulations! 

Want to get regular updates? 
Follow us!

ANTYXARTS



Summer is full of opportunities to get outside and spend your 
days fooling around, but Calgary summers also offer plenty of 
opportunities to have some meaningful cultural experiences. If 
you’re looking to get your creative inspiration flowing, make sure 
to pencil these dates into your calendar!

CALGARY STAMPEDE
JULY 8 – 17, 2016
Do not miss this greatest outdoor show on Earth! The festival 
features one of the world’s largest rodeos, a parade, midway, 
stage shows, concerts, and many more activities. 
www.calgarystampede.com

FIESTAVAL CALGARY
JULY 23 -24, 2016
Fiestaval is a free and family-oriented, multicultural arts and 
entertainment festival highlighting the Latin American Culture. 
It’s an opportunity to support Calgary’s Latin community while 
encouraging multiculturalism among all Calgarians. 
www.fiestaval.ca

CALGARY FOLK MUSIC FESTIVAL
JULY 21 – 24, 2016
The Folk fest showcases over 70 artists from around the world, 
but it’s also a great excuse to spend a weekend bumming 
around Prince’s Island Park. Discover new musical acts that 
expand the definition of “folk,” eat delicious food from one of 
the festival’s many vendors and food trucks, all while hanging 
out on an island oasis right smack in the middle of the inner city. 
www.calgaryfolkfest.com

HISTORIC CALGARY WEEK
JULY 22 – AUGUST 2, 2016
Celebrate Calgary during this weeklong event with over 60 free 
and ticked events. Come to talks, walks, concerts, family events, 
museum and community visits to name a few, highlighting our 
cultural, institutional, industrial, architectural, sporting and 
military heritage. 
www.chinookcountry.org

PET-A-PALOOZA
July 23 – 24, 2016
West Coast’s largest outdoor pet festival. With events including: 
Dock Dogs Canada, Running of the bulls, fly ball shows, agility 
demos, cool down stations, photo lounges and up to 85 of the 
leading pet related exhibitors. 
www.petapaloozawest.com

CALGARY DRAGON BOAT RACE & FESTIVAL
AUGUST 13 – 14, 2016
As Calgary’s premier sport festivals, the Calgary Dragon 
Boat Race & Festival has an abundance of excitement and 
cultural experiences. The races are geared towards creating 
an unforgettable experience, all while illustrating comradery, 
teamwork and inspiration. 
www.chinatowncalgary.com

OPERA IN THE VILLAGE
AUGUST 13, 14, 20 & 21, 2016
Canada’s only outdoor summer opera festival. It’s ten days 
filled with beautiful music, and a host of other fun-filled activites 
and surprises. Not to mention, Opera in the Village is a great 
introduction to the opera experience. 
www.calgaryopera.com

GLOBAL FEST
AUGUST 15 – 27, 2016
Elliston Park lights up at this massive fireworks festival, featuring 
pyrotechnic wizzes from around the world. While you’re waiting 
for the bombastic show, check out the ethnic food booths, three 
stages of cultural entertainment, and a market filled with cool 
wares from around the world. 
www.globalfest.ca

CALGARY PRIDE
AUGUST 26 – SEPTEMBER 5, 2016
Celebrate Calgary Pride with a rocking stage filled with amazing 
local and out of town talent, local food trucks, parade, vendors, 
family zone and many more activities taking place throughout the 
week. There’s something for everyone!
www.calgarypride.ca

BEAKERHEAD
SEPTEMBER 14 – 18, 2016
What happens when science and art collide? You get an amazing 
cultural happening that gets attendees’ senses and brains 
working in overdrive. Beakerhead is comprised of a series of 
(mostly) free events to appeal to anyone with event the slightest 
sense of wonder, with this year’s programming including a giant 
mechanical claw game, scientific street fairs, and a catapult 
competition. 
www.beakerhead.com

Come join our summer camps!



Youth Feature- 
Muhammad Zorays Afzal
What program (s) are you involved with at Antyx and 
why?
I am involved with From the Rooftops because it is an 
opportunistic volunteering group that allows me to use all my 
potential to bring a positive change within the community.

What have been some of your most memorable 
moments?
Every session feels memorable and enjoyable as over 
time I have bonded closely with everyone in the group. 
One particular moment that comes to mind is when I was 
co-hosting a youth discussion/ seminar about domestic 
violence. This moment felt special because the topic 
felt important to us and through the event it felt like we 
were actually starting a discussion amongst youth in the 
community.

Do you have any objectives that you aim to achieve 
through your participation with us?
I would like to be able to do something for those who are 
less fortunate in society. From the Rooftops has so far 
helped me to realize this goal and I only wish to be able to 
continue doing the same.

What helps you to stay involved?
The ability to make a positive difference alongside my close 
friends is what keeps me going.

Would you like to say anything to other people who are 
looking to get involved?
To anyone thinking about joining, I highly recommend it as 
this is a safe and friendly group that does some amazing 
things!

Antyx Community Arts, #205, 4202 17 Ave SE, Calgary, Alberta, T2A 0T2  www.antyx.org 

Antyx is funded graciously by:

Welcome aboard Dwight, out newest addition to the team. Dwight 
is a current student at Mount Royal University working towards his 
diploma in Social Work. In addition to work and school, Dwight is 
also married with two wonderful kids and spends a great deal of time 
volunteering, working with youth in many various local organizations 
in town. In his free time, Dwight’s passion is creating and writing rap 
and hip hop music, and exploring other avenues of art such as film 
and photography. 

You’re a new addition to the crayon box. What color would you 
be and why?
I would be a mix of melted-down crayons, so you are able to see 
the colours individually. Why melted crayons? I am an individual with 
a mix of many different talents, experiences and a mix of different 
nationalities.

Otherwise, I would be the color yellow. Yellow, because it is awesome, 
it makes me feel good and it reminds me of the sun and canola. 

What do you want to be when you grow up?
I want to be a person who has a ton of free time, does what he wants 
and empowers others to do good things. 

Plus be rich! 

What do you think about when you’re alone in your car? 
When I am alone in my car that is when I do most of my free styling. 
When I am driving I will rhyme an invented story about the people I 
see on the street.

NEW STAFF! Dwight Farahat

FACES AT AN
TYX

I will rap about their day and where they come from. If I see 
a store, I will rap about the people walking into the building 
about their experience and the items they will see. 

Who would win a fight between Spiderman and Batman?
Spiderman, because Spiderman has actual powers, no 
gimmicks, and has spidey senses. 

What do you look forward to most while working with 
Antyx Community Arts?
I look forward most to meeting with people that I am going 
to be working with, in this case, the youth. I am also excited 
about experiencing different forms of art, outside of what 
I am use to. Lastly, being surrounded by other artists who 
experience and see things differently. 


